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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sakai et al. (JP 05-116571) in view of Yang. 

Sakai et al. teach a power supply apparatus for a vehicle, comprising: a battery 
for supplying electric power to the brake via the electronic controller; an auxiliary power 
supply including a capacitor unit and a detection unit for detecting an abnormality in the 
capacitor unit, the auxiliary power supply supplying electric power to the brake via the 
electronic controller when the battery is in an abnormal state. (Abstract) 

Sakai et al. do not teach an electronic controller foroutputting information for 
controlling braking of the vehicle to a brake based on at least one of information from a 
brake pedal and information in response to a moving state of the vehicle. The examiner 
takes official notice that the above limitations are well known components in braking 
control systems. 

Sakai et al. do not teach wherein in charging or discharging the capacitor unit, 
the detection unit measures an internal resistance value of the capacitor unit, measures 
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an internal capacitance value of the capacitor unit from a rate of change of voltage per 
unit time of the capacitor unit, and detects an abnormality in the capacitor unit based on 
the measured internal resistance value and internal capacitance value. Yang teach 
wherein in charging or discharging the capacitor unit, the detection unit measures an 
internal resistance value of the capacitor unit, measures an internal capacitance value 
of the capacitor unit from a rate of change of voltage per unit time of the capacitor unit, 
and detects an abnormality in the capacitor unit based on the measured internal 
resistance value and internal capacitance value. (Column 1, lines 40-50) It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have applied the teachings of Yang to the power supply apparatus of Sakai et al. in 
order to provide a state of health of the auxiliary power supply. 

Further, Sakai et al. do not teach wherein the capacitor unit is formed of a 
plurality of capacitors. It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to have 
used a varying number of capacitors since it has been held that mere duplication of the 
essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. {St Regis Paper 
Co, V, Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8) 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Vaillancourt et al. teach a power supply apparatus for a vehicle. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melanle Torres whose telephone number Is (571 )272- 
7127. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James McClellan can be reached on (571)272-6786. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

MT 

October 31. 2005 
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